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Synopsis

In his 60-plus years as a trial lawyer, Gerry Spence has never represented a person accused of a
crime in which the police hadna ™t themselves violated the law. Whether by covering up their
corrupt dealings, by the falsification or manufacture of evidence, or by the outright murder of
civilians, those individuals charged with upholding the law too often break it. The police and
prosecutors wona ™t charge or convict themselves, so the crimes of the criminal justice system are
swept under the rug. Nothing changes.Police State narrates the shocking account of the Madrid
train bombings: how the FBI accused an innocent man of treasonous acts they knew he hadna ™t
committed. It details the rampant racism within Chicagoa ™s police department, which landed a
teenager, Dennis Williams, on death row. It unveils the coercive efforts of two cops to extract a false
murder confession from frightened, fragile Albert Hancock, along with other appalling evidence from
eight of Spenceéd ™s most famous cases. And it raises the question: when the people we pay to
protect us instead persecute us, how can we be safe? In Police State, Spence issues a stinging
indictment of the American justice system. Demonstrating that the way we select and train our
officers guarantees fatal abuses of justice, he prescribes a challenging cure that stands to restore

the promise of liberty and justice for all.
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Customer Reviews

We at Southern Poverty Law Center always knew the truth about which Spence writes. Too often

the poor and middle class are brutalized and killed by the police in this 'land of the free, ’ and



Spence offers solutions America must listen to.--Morris Dees, President, Southern Poverty Law
Centerln his celebrated career Gerry Spence has not met a criminal that he didn’t like or who was
not the victim of police or judicial malfeasance. This book revisits his most celebrated cases, some
of which represented law enforcement at its worst. It is written with passion, some literary license,
and from the fascinating perspective of his interviews with his clients. While | disagree that we are
marching towards a police state, Mr. Spence reminds us that no system is perfect. It demands
vigilance and people like him to test it.--dJudge JudyA riveting account from the front lines of Gerry
Spence’s lifelong battle against injustice. He defines the thin line between the policeman and the
criminal from his own experience, and it’s disturbing and convincing.--William Friedkin, Academy
Award-winning directorObama said, 'This has been going on for a long time.” So, too, says Spence.
Spence both exposes the old and proposes the new in ways that may well surprise and
satisfy.--Harrison FordGerry Spence’s shocking experiences with rogue, Killer police in his own
cases prove his point, and he offers insightful new solutions that could assure a better tomorrow in
the tragic struggle between law enforcement and the people they are sworn to protect.--Alan K.
Simpson, U.S. Senator, Wyoming (1979-1997)Those of us who have been in the hard world of
defending against police who Kill, lie, and cover it up know what Spence says is true. And his
solutions are original and thought-provoking, --Milton Grimes, Attorney to Rodney King We at
Southern Poverty Law Center always knew the truth about which Spence writes. Too often the poor
and middle class are brutalized and killed by the police in this ’land of the free, ” and Spence offers
solutions America must listen to. Morris Dees, President, Southern Poverty Law Center In his
celebrated career Gerry Spence has not met a criminal that he didn’t like or who was not the victim
of police or judicial malfeasance. This book revisits his most celebrated cases, some of which
represented law enforcement at its worst. It is written with passion, some literary license, and from
the fascinating perspective of his interviews with his clients. While | disagree that we are marching
towards a police state, Mr. Spence reminds us that no system is perfect. It demands vigilance and
people like him to test it. Judge Judy A riveting account from the front lines of Gerry Spence’s
lifelong battle against injustice. He defines the thin line between the policeman and the criminal from
his own experience, and it's disturbing and convincing. William Friedkin, Academy Award-winning
director Obama said, 'This has been going on for a long time.” So, too, says Spence. Spence both
exposes the old and proposes the new in ways that may well surprise and satisfy. Harrison Ford
Gerry Spence’s shocking experiences with rogue, killer police in his own cases prove his point, and
he offers insightful new solutions that could assure a better tomorrow in the tragic struggle between

law enforcement and the people they are sworn to protect. Alan K. Simpson, U.S. Senator,



Wyoming (1979-1997) Those of us who have been in the hard world of defending against police
who Kill, lie, and cover it up know what Spence says is true. And his solutions are original and

thought-provoking, Milton Grimes, Attorney to Rodney King"

GERRY SPENCE is a legendary trial lawyer who has been practicing law since 1952 and has never
lost a criminal case. Spence is known for going after systems of power that victimize innocent
Americans. He remains famous for his defense of Karen Silkwood, Randy Weaver, and Imelda
Marcos, among many others. He lives in Wyomingé swhere he founded the Trial Lawyers

Collegea -with his wife, Imaging. Police State: How America’s Cops Get Away with Murder is his

eighteenth book.

There is more to this book than you might imagine. | thoroughly enjoyed Gerry’s accounts of some
of his biggest cases. He is tackling a tough subject here and not one that most of us want to discuss
or face. In this book he shares with us his experience and offers his advice based on years and

years in the court room. This book is part autobiography and part warning. | enjoyed it immensely.

This book gave a careful and thorough examination of the problems in the criminal justice system
and police handling of those in the system. The research and writing of this book are maticalus. | felt
the pain, the sadness and the fear in each chapter. The best part of the book is that it's based on
real events and experiences. Building on these experiences, the proposed reform of the criminal
justice system becomes apparent. | highly recommend this book, especially those involved or

interested in the criminal justice system.

Gerry Spence is as much a master of the written word as he was an amazing defense attorney. He
truly cares for those he represented. His book is an important warning to us, keeping us mindful of

the dangers of allowing our liberty to disintegrate. Hopefully we are not already there...
A qift has been given to the public for 67 years, whom never lost a case defending the innocent
against evil, corrupt cops, lawyers, judges, the whole damn system, whose job it is to serve "We

The People".
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In my view, worth reading for his inside account of his cases, such as his defense of Weaver, but
most of the case histories presented even your average attorney has never heard of. The lesser

known cases thighs are equally compelling and important lessons.
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